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FOR  LARGE-SCALE 
TROOP  REDUCTIONS 

Is  there  really  any  need  for  340 
U.S.  post  exchanges  and  conwnis- 
saries  plus  77  U.S.  '  stations  in 
West  Germany?  *  W  are  75  U.S. 
Generals  and  Admirals  needed  there 
when  no  government,  either  Euro¬ 
pean  or  U.S.,  expects  the  Soviets  to 
invade?  Maintenance  of  military 
facilities  in  Germany  costs  U.S.  tax¬ 
payers  about  $3  billion  annually. 
Additional  billions  are  spent  on  mis¬ 
siles,  airplanes,  and  other  equipment 
deployed  on  German  soil.  The  un¬ 
derlying  question  of  U.S.  rights  on 
European  soil  has  not  been  resolved. 
European  allies  emphasize  their  veto 
rights  over  unilateral  use  of  U.S. 
bases  on  their  territory. 

These  and  other  facts  are  brought 
forth  in  a  packet  of  maps,  tables  and 
papers  on  the  U.S.  military  budget, 
the  U.S.  military  in  Germany,  the 
NATO  Alliance  and  U.S.  presence  in 
Europe,  and  “U.S.  and  Korea:  Part¬ 
nership  for  What?"  t  (Write  to 
FCNL  for  the  entire  military  packet, 
which  was  distributed  to  some  242 
Congressional  offices.  Part  of  the 
packet  went  to  FCNL  Congressional 
District  Contacts.) 

“Our  focus  will  continue  to  be  on 
ending  the  use  of  the  military  estab¬ 
lishment  to  achieve  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  ends,"  says  FCNL's  Frances 
Neely.  “As  a  first  step  we  will  urge 
members  of  Congress  to  call  for  a 
large-scale  reduction  in  U.S.  forces 
stationed  in  Europe  and  Asia,  the 
elimination  of  all  military  aid  to  the 
developing  world  and  a  halt  to  pro- 
(Continued  on  page  3) 

map  on  Pago  3  showing  U.S.  facilities  by 
Gorman  state. 

South  Korea  is  ruled  by  a  dictator,  President 
ark,  whose  power  is  assured  by  U.S.  tanks  and 
a  Korean  army  partly  financed  by  U.S.  aid.  Gov¬ 
ernmental  oppression  and  citizen  opposition  are 
both  rising. 


‘DONT  WOBRY  FOLKS.  I’VE  DULLED 
THE  EDGES  A  BIT.’ 


(Reproduced  by  permission  of  Frank  Miller  of 
the  Oes  Moines  Register) 

CONGRESS  HAS 
AMNESTY  POWER 

Former  Sen.  Ernest  Gruening, 
Alaska,  said  before  a  House  Judiciary 
Subcmte.  in  March  hearings  on  am¬ 
nesty  that  draft  evaders,  “far  from 
being  punished  .  .  .  should  be  hon¬ 
ored  for  their  wisdom  and  their  true 
patriotism.  They  are  the  unsung 
heroes  of  this  [Indochina]  war." 

Ten  bills  and  resolutions  before 
the  subcommittee  supported  or  re¬ 
jected  the  concept  of  amnesty.  Prof. 
Harrop  Freeman  of  the  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  Law  School,  who  has  written 
the  most  complete  history  of  am¬ 
nesty,  testified  for  FCNL  that  “We 
support  the  intent  and  purposes  of 
those  House  bills  now  under  discus¬ 
sion  such  as  H.R.  236,  H.R.  3100, 
and  H.R.  5195,  which  provide  for 
general  and  unconditional  amnesty 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


PASSES  DEATH  PENALTY, 
AVOIDS  GUN  CONTROL 

“I  oppose  the  death  penalty  be¬ 
cause  it  demeans  human  society  with¬ 
out  protecting  it.  The  weight  of  the 
evidence  is  that  capital  punishment 
does  not  deter  serious  crime.  The 
weight  of  history  is  that  judicial  kill¬ 
ing  brutalizes  the  nations  who  prac¬ 
tice  it  .  .  .,“  said  Sen.  Harold  Hughes, 
Iowa,  in  an  impassioned  Senate  de¬ 
bate  March  12.  But  the  Senate  two 
days  later  passed  and  sent  to  the 
House  (54-33)  S.  1401  to  restore  the 
death  penalty  for  certain  serious 
crimes  under  specified  guidelines.  In 
1972,  the  Supreme  Court  held  that 
the  death  penalty  as  then  applied  in 
the  pending  cases  was  unconstitu¬ 
tional,  being  cruel  and  unusual  pun¬ 
ishment  because  it  was  operated  in  a 
random  and  unpredictable  manner. 
Since  then,  over  20  states  have 
enacted  mandatory  death  penalty 
statutes  which  they  hope  will  meet 
the  constitutional  test.  By  one  recent 
count,  71  persons  are  now  awaiting 
execution  in  the  prisons  of  12  states. 

The  Senate  sought  to  fashion  an 
acceptable  death  penalty  law  by  mak¬ 
ing  execution  automatic  if  the  jury, 
in  a  separate  proceeding,  finds  that 
one  or  more  aggravating  factors 
existed.  The  death  penalty  could  not 
be  imposed  if  one  or  more  mitigating 
factors  are  found. 

The  bill  now  goes  to  the  House 
where  it  is  lodged  in  Judiciary 
Subcmte.  No.  3  chaired  by  Rep.  Bob 
Kastenmeier,  Wis.  With  the  full 
Judiciary  Cmte.  engaged  in  the  im¬ 
peachment  issue  and  the  subcommit¬ 
tee  also  working  on  amnesty,  it  is 
hoped  the  subcommittee  will  take  no 
action  on  the  death  penalty  bill,  but 
instead  wait  for  the  Supreme  Court 
to  rule  on  the  constitutionality  of 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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LEGISLATIVE  ROUNDUP:  HUNGER,  HEALTH,  INDOCHINA,  WORLD  HELP 

U.S.  HUNGER,  NATIVE  AMER-  (H.R.  12684)  and  holding  hearings  ment  to  prevent  illness. 

ICANS.  "It  seems  particularly  wrong  on  the  other  two  plans.  The  first  MINIMUM  WAGE.  A  bill  to  ex- 
that  so  many  children  in  low-income  two  parts  of  the  bill  would  com-  tend  a  $2.30  hourly  minimum  wage 

families  grow  up  hungry'  in  states  pletely  depend  on  private  financing.  to  an  additional  7.1  million  workers, 

which  produce  such  a  large  propor-  FCNL  feels  the  bill  would  be  a  broad,  including  domestics,  was  approved 

tion  of  the  country's  food,"  said  a  but  shallow  minimal  program.  by  a  House-Senate  conference  in  late 

worker  whose  region  covers  eight  The  three  major  insurance  pro-  March.  The  conferees  followed 

midwest  and  plains  breadbasket  posals  in  H.R.  12684  comprise  the  House  passage  by  quickly  settling  on 

states.  Administration's  "Comprehensive  provisions  that  will  raise  the  present 

The  witness  was  Pam  Coe  of  the  Health  Insurance  Program  (CHIP).  $1.60  minimum  to  $2  on  May  1  and 

American  Friends  Service  Cmte.  FCNL  feels  the  measure  does  not  pro-  to  $2.30  in  two  further  steps  by  Jan. 

office  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  testifying  tect  Americans  from  the  high  cost  of  1,  1976,  for  most  workers  covered 

with  two  others  in  a  joint  FCNL-  health  care  with  the  exception  that  by  the  law.  Conferees  agreed  to  let 

AFSC  presentation  before  the  Senate  its  proposed  maximum  cost-sharing  students  work  at  85%  of  the  regular 

Agriculture  Research  Subcmte.  in  late  limits  on  what  has  been  called  "cata-  rate  wherever  four  or  fewer  are  em- 

March.  strophic  costs"  are  appreciably  lower  ployed  by  one  firm. 

"Since  a  great  many  Indian  fam-  than  most  other  proposals.  Further,  OFFICE  OF  ECONOMIC  OPPOR- 

ilies  on  reservations  use  commodities  if  enacted,  it  would  lock  U.S.  health  TUNITY.  H.R.  12464  (Hawkins, 

for  their  basic  subsistence,  there  care  into  "fee-for-service"  financing  Calif.;  Perkins,  Ky.;  Bell,  Calif.) 

could  be  emergency  hunger  situa-  which  by  its  very  nature  pays  physi-  would  extend  OEO  until  Fiscal  1977. 

tions  by  mid-summer,"  said  Pam  Coe.  cians  for  episodic  treatment  rather  This  would  save  the  Community  Ac- 

The  U.S.  commodity  supplemental  than  for  a  sustaining  form  of  health  tion  Programs  (CAP),  as  well  as  other 

food  programs  are  slated  to  go  out  care  which  would  reduce  costs  and  OEO  programs,  which  otherwise  will 

of  business  June  30.  Maria  Pappa-  reduce  illness  through  a  positive  end  this  June  (Before  the  House  Edu- 

lardo  of  the  national  AFSC  office  health  approach.  cation  and  Labor  Cmte.). 

said  "Special  legislation  must  assure  Removal  of  Plan  C  by  the  House  CAMPAIGN  FINANCING.  A 
Native  Americans  a  choice  between  a  Subcmte.  presents  a  piecework  ap-  major  battle  was  expected  in  the 

nutritionally  adequate  commodity  proach  to  national  health  care  legis-  House  in  mid-April  and  after,  center- 

program  and  a  food  stamp  program  lation  and  will  not  allow  all  of  the  ing  largely  on  the  issue  of  public 

administered  to  meet  their  special  important  issues  to  be  aired  and  con-  financing  of  elections.  Senate  action 

needs  .  .  .  Most  importantly,  the  sup-  sidered.  These  thoughts  are  included  may  be  completed  by  the  time  this 

plemental  food  program  must  con-  in  an  FCNL  mailing  to  its  Congres-  Newsletter  reaches  readers.  (Write 

tinue.  Without  question,  if  there  sional  District  Contacts  in  March.  for  FCNL's  Legislative  Memorandum 

were  a  guaranteed  adequate  income  Included  were  background  papers  on  — Campaign  Financing,  G-7,  which 

in  this  country  .  .  .  even  such  pro-  H.R.  12684,  a  reprint  of  a  Washing-  analyzes  several  proposals,  and  for 

grams  as  food  stamps,  would  prob-  ton  Post  article  on  "The  Nixon  Rx  FCNL's  March  22  Action  Alert,  G-28, 

ably  not  be  necessary."  for  Health  Care,"  and  a  study  of  which  went  to  certain  key  states 

The  third  witness  was  Lorelei  "The  Health  Security  Act  of  1973,"  about  a  possible  Senate  filibuster.) 

Means,  a  Native  American  from  Por-  S.  3,  H.R.  22  (introduced  by  Sen.  Ken-  VOTER  REGISTRATION.  "This 

cupine,  S.D.  (Write  to  FCNL  for  tes-  nedy.  Mass.,  and  Reps.  Griffiths,  bill  would  be  a  major  step  in  facili- 

timonies  by  the  three  AFSC-FCNL  Mich.,  and  Corman,  Calif.).  (Write  taring  registration  and  increasing  par- 

witnesses  who  spoke  on  S.  2871,  Me-  to  FCNL  for  the  District  Contact,  ticipation  in  our  political  system," 

Govern,  S.D.)  The  bill  would  extend  Health  Care  packet.)  Also  write  to  said  an  FCNL  Action  Alert  in  March 

authority  of  the  Agriculture  Dept,  to  FCNL  for  a  helpful  table:  "Major  on  H.R.  8053,  the  Voter  Registration 

buy  commodities  and  distribute  them  Proposals  for  National  Health  Insur-  Bill.  The  measure,  awaiting  House 

to  schools,  day  care  centers  and  other  ance  Currently  Before  the  93rd  Con-  floor  debate,  would  establish  a  system 

institutions  and  extend  the  supple-  gress."  In  addition  FCNL  has  de-  of  postcard  registration  in  all  federal 

mental  food  program.  S.  2871  also  tailed  analyses  of  various  health  care  elections. 

would  increase  the  federal  share  of  bills  presented  in  Congress  last  year.  INDOCHINA.  "Once  again  we 

food  stamp  financing  to  62.5%  from  Send  donations  for  these  and  other  seem  to  be  starting  on  the  slippery 

the  present  25%.  FCNL  publications  mentioned  in  the  slope  to  greater  and  greater  U.S.  mili- 

HEALTH  CARE.  Chairman  Wil-  Newsletter.  lary  involvement  and  commitment" 

bur  Mills,  Ark.,  of  the  House  Ways  FCNL  officially  supports  the  thrust  to  the  Thieu  government  in  South 
and  Means  Cmte.  may  start  hearings  and  intent  of  S.  3,  H.R.  22,  which  Vietnam,  said  Edward  F.  Snyder  in 

on  National  Health  Insurance  by  the  would  be  completely  financed  through  a  letter  to  Sen.  Stuart  Symington 

time  this  Newsletter  reaches  you.  federal  funds.  The  bill  is  concerned  (Mo.)  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services 

The  Senate  Finance  Cmte.  is  talking  with  providing  access  to  treatment  Cmte.  in  mid-March.  Snyder  said 

about  having  hearings  by  the  end  of  for  all  covered  services,  while  not  FCNL  opposes  S.  2999  which  among 

April  or  early  May.  The  House  Pub-  ignoring  the  necessity  of  a  ^positive  other  things  would  raise  the  Fiscal 

lie  Health  and  Environment  Subcmte.  health  concept  to  help  re-orient  1974  ceiling  by  $474  million,  a  42% 

is  considering  removing  Plan  C  of  health  care  in  the  U.S.  away  from  increase.  This  is  in  addition  to  a  re- 

the  Administration's  much-heralded  a  mere  treatment-for-illness  concept  quest  for  $1.6  billion  for  Fiscal  1975 

3-part  health  care  insurance  proposal  into  a  broader  area  to  include  treat-  for  South  Vietnamese  military  forces. 
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Snyder  said  that  when  the  $1.6 
billion  and  the  $474  million  are  com¬ 
bined,  "it  appears  the  Defense  Dept, 
is  asking  for  nearly  twice  as  much 
spending  authority  this  year  as  it  re¬ 
ceived  last  year"  for  the  Saigon  mili¬ 
tary.  "We  urge  your  Committee's 
favorable  consideration  of  the 
Amendment  1000  to  S.  2999  pro¬ 
posed  by  Sens.  Ted  Kennedy  [Mass.] 
and  James  Pearson  [Kan.]  to  delete 
the  entire  $474  million  supplemental 
authorization." 

WORLD  HUNGER.  At  stake  is 
one-twentieth  of  1%  of  the  income 
of  each  U.S.  citizen,  or  less  than  $1 
yearly  for  the  poor  people  of  such 
places  as  India  or  Indonesia.  But 
while  Congress  may  approve  $1.5 
billion  for  the  International  Develop¬ 
ment  Association  (IDA)  over  four 
years  to  help  the  poorest  of  the 
world's  poor,  the  Pentagon  is  push¬ 
ing  hard  for  $1.6  billion  for  the  Sai¬ 
gon  military  in  just  one  year. 

The  House  in  January  rejected  a 

3- year  $1.5  billion  replenishment  for 
IDA.  The  Senate  may  approve  a 

4- year  $1.5  billion  replenishment, 
$375  million  per  year  which  is  less 
than  the  $474  million  sought  in  Fiscal 
1974  for  South  Vietnam  military 
forces.  Failure  to  pass  the  replenish¬ 
ment  could  trigger  the  chain  reaction 
that  abruptly  terminates  IDA  next 
June  30.  The  U.S.  was  the  principal 
architect  of  IDA  which  came  into 
being  in  1960. 

"The  carefully  supervised  projects 
of  the  IDA  cannot  combat  the  imme¬ 
diate  effects  of  today's  famines,  but 
they  can  provide  the  hope  for  people 
determined  to  insure  against  famine 
in  the  future,"  said  Bob  Cory  in 
testimony  for  FCNL  on  S.  2665  (the 
Senate  IDA  replenishment  bill)  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Cmte.  March  22.  Cory  said  FCNL 
"believes  the  great  majority  of  Amer¬ 
icans  approve  of  U.S.  leadership  in 
the  worldwide  struggle  against  hun¬ 
ger,  malnutrition,  disease  and  illiter¬ 
acy."  (Write  for  Cory's  testimony.) 

CHILE.  Richard  Post,  FCNL 
Friend-in-Washington,  has  urged 
various  Congressional  offices  to  send 
messages  to  the  head  of  the  Chilean 
military  government,  asking  him  to 
respect  the  human  rights  of  everyone 
in  that  country.  Thousands  have 
been  tortured,  killed,  put  on  trial  or 
have  fled.  Readers  should  send  tele¬ 
grams  to  Gen.  Augusto  Pinochet, 
President,  Military  Government  of 
Chile,  Santiago,  Chile. 
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(Continued  from  page  1 ) 

motion  of  new  weapons  to  use  as 

'bargaining  chips'  in  arms  control 

negotiations." 

The  U.S.  has  more  than  500,000 
troops  stationed  in  foreign  countries, 
including  222,000  in  West  Germany, 
42,000  in  South  Korea,  56,000  in 
Japan  (including  Ryukyus  Islands), 
and  39,000  in  Thailand.  Analysis  of 
the  Administration's  Fiscal  1975 
budget  reveals  several  major  areas 
which  probably  will  be  challenged 
within  Congress  over  the  coming 
months.  These  include  military  man¬ 
power,  the  Trident-Narwhal  Subma¬ 
rine  programs,  counterforce  pro¬ 
posals  and  reductions  in  overall 
military  spending.  H.R.  12564/ 
S.  3000,  the  Defense  Dept,  authoriza¬ 
tion  and  procurement  bills,  may  be 


debated  in  the  Senate  and  House  in 
May. 

As  a  first  step.  Congress  should 
cut  the  Administration's  military 
budget  request  by  $15  to  $20  billion. 
Such  cuts  would  include:  withdrawal 
and  demobilization  of  half  of  the 
320,000  troops  in  Westerr.  Europe, 
and  of  100,000  of  the  160,000  troops 
in  Thailand,  South  Korea,  Taiwan, 
Philippines,  and  Japan  (including 
Ryukyus);  a  cutback  in  overseas 
civilian  personnel,  and  cuts  in  mili¬ 
tary  research  and  development,  in¬ 
cluding  the  request  for  the  B-1 
bomber. 


Diane  Jones  testified  for  FCNL  March  28 
before  the  Senate  Foreign  Operations 
Subcmte.  against  an  increase  or  continued 
high  level  of  U.S.  economic  aid  to  Saigon 
— ^because  most  of  it  is  not  humanitarian. 
Write  for  the  full  testimony. 
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OCEANS,  SEABEDS 

"We  believe  that  the  interests  of 
the  U.S.  will  be  best  served  by  a 
treaty  which  not  only  provides  miner¬ 
als  for  the  U.S.,  but  also  is  con¬ 
sidered  just  by  developing  countries," 
said  Sam  Levering,  former  FCNL 
Friend-in-Washington  whose  Save 
Our  Seas  (SOS)  program  is  housed 
in  the  FCNL  building. 

Levering,  testifying  in  the  Senate 
and  House  in  February  and  March 
on  S.  1134  and  H.R.  12233,  the  Deep 
Seabed  Hard  Mineral  Resources  Bills, 
said  the  measures  could  break  up  the 
forthcoming  Law  of  the  Sea  (LOS) 
conference  because  they  would  allow 
deep  seabed  mining  before  there  is 
any  international  agreement. 

Write  to  SOS  for  these  publications;  “Whose 
Oceans?”  Levering's  testimonies,  a  1974  update 
of  the  brochure,  “The  Manganese  Nodule,"  the 
Newsletter  “Sea  Breezes,”  and  a  new  pamphlet, 
“The  Oceans:  Time  for  Decision." 


said  in  a  letter  to  59  Senators  March 
12  that  "The  deterrent  effect  of  the 
death  penalty  has  not  been  estab¬ 
lished.  There  is  always  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  executing  an  innocent  per¬ 
son."  Sen.  Vance  Hartke,  Ind., 
inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record 
the  Calif.  Friends  Committee  on  Leg¬ 
islation's  pamphlet  "This  Life  We 
Take — A  Case  Against  the  Death 
Penalty."  The  pamphlet,  revised  in 
1970,  says  the  world  trend  is  toward 
abolition  of  the  death  penalty. 

Despite  Senate  passage  of  the 
death  penalty,  supposedly  as  a  deter¬ 
rent  to  crime,  the  Senate  sidestepped 
the  politically  explosive  issue  of  gun 
control,  tabling  two  amendments  by 
Sen.  Ted  Kennedy,  Mass.,  to  limit 
the  possession  of  handguns  in  the 
U.S. 


vesty  of  American  democracy  if  we 
could  amnesty  all  those  German  and 
Japanese  war  'criminals'  and  not  am¬ 
nesty  our  own  sons  and  daughters, 
whose  only  offense  in  most  instances 
was  to  see  the  Vietnam  war  as  con¬ 
stitutionally  illegal,  morally  wrong 
and  politically  unwise  far  in  advance 
of  the  general  opinion  of  Congress 
and  the  people?"  (Write  to  FCNL  for 
a  copy  of  Freeman's  testimony.) 

The  subcommittee  appeared  to 
favor  some  form  of  conditional  am¬ 
nesty.  Chairman  Bob  Kastenmeier, 
Wis.,  said  he  doubted  any  legislation 
would  be  enacted  this  year. 


•  The  number  of  House  members 
who  won't  be  back  next  year  has 
risen  to  42  with  the  announcements 
that  Rep.  Peter  Frelinghuysen,  N.J., 
is  retiring,  and  Rep.  William  Roy, 
Kan.,  is  running  for  the  Senate.  Six 
Senators  have  announced  their  retire¬ 
ment  this  year. 

•  Send  $1  to  FCNL  for  a  packet  on 
Integrity  in  Government.  Includes 
papers  on  "Watergate  and  the  Obli¬ 
gations  of  the  Religious  Community," 
and  "Fact  Sheet  on  Impeachment." 


The  Friends  Committee  <m 
National  Legislation  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  Friends 
Yearly  Meetings  and  by  10  other 
Friends  organizations  in  tbe  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  Wtuhington  /Veirsfetter  arc 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com* 
iiiittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
oflieially  for  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET¬ 
TER.  Editor:  Paul  Brink.  Contribu¬ 
tors:  Franees  Neely,  Marty  Fleis¬ 
cher,  Edwartl  F.  Snyder,  Harold 
Confer,  Cliff  Mesner,  Dale  Andrew, 
Nick  Block,  Bob  (U»ry,  Susan  Berry. 
245  Seeond  St.,  N.E.,  Washington, 
D.  C.  20002.  Subscription  $5.00 
per  year,  $8.00  abroad  (air  mail). 
Single  copies  50<.  Published 
monthly  except  August-September, 
when  it  is  combined.  Telephone: 
(202  )  547-434.3. 


(Amnesty,  cont'd  from  page  1 ) 

for  all  who  may  be  deemed  to  have 
violated  United  States  laws  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  war  in  Indochina."  Free¬ 
man's  contention  that  "Congress  has 
the  power  of  amnesty  and  Congress 
should  exercise  it  by  enacting  legis¬ 
lation  .  .  .",  was  well  received  by  the 
subcommittee.  "Amnesty  is  as  Amer¬ 
ican  as  apple  pie,"  said  Freeman. 
"It,  or  a  'general'  executive  pardon 
which  approximates  an  amnesty,  has 
been  given  over  40  times  in  the 
United  States  for  nearly  every  politi¬ 
cal  offense  in  our  history  .  .  ." 

"So  deeply  ingrained  in  our  system 
is  the  concept  of  amnesty  that  in 
1946  we  proclaimed  amnesty  for  over 
2  million  Japanese  and  German  politi¬ 
cal  offenders.  Wouldn't  it  be  a  tra¬ 


(Death,  cont'd  from  page  1 ) 

some  state  laws,  before  voting  federal 
legislation. 

S.  1401,  whose  chief  defenders  are 
Sens.  John  McClellan,  Ark.,  and 
Roman  Hruska,  Neb.,  has  been 
strongly  urged  by  President  Nixon. 
FCNL  Exec.  Secy.  Edward  F.  Snyder 
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$8.00  abroad,  by  airmail.  Contributions  (not  deductible) 
above  Newsletter  price  are  welcome.  Gift  subscriptions 
are  encouraged.  (Please  Print.)  Friends  Committee  on 
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20002. 
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INVITE  GEORGE  TO  DINNER 


An  “Invite  George  to  Dinner" 
program  goes  from  late  April 
through  October  to  talk  long- 
range  FCNL  financial  programs. 
People  close  to  FCNL  are  asked 
to  invite  10  other  people  to  din¬ 
ner  to  meet  with  George  Bliss, 
FCNL  Field  Secy.  Please  contact 
George  at  New  Ipswich,  N.H. 
03071  (No  street  or  box  number 
needed).  Phone:  (603)  878-1087. 
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OCEANS,  SEABEDS 

“We  believe  that  the  interests  of 
the  U.S.  will  be  best  served  by  a 
treaty  which  not  only  provides  miner¬ 
als  for  the  U.S.,  but  also  is  con¬ 
sidered  just  by  developing  countries," 
said  Sam  Levering,  former  FCNL 
Friend-in-Washington  whose  Save 
Our  Seas  (SOS)  program  is  housed 
in  the  FCNL  building. 

Levering,  testifying  in  the  Senate 
and  House  in  February  and  March 
on  S.  1134  and  H.R.  12233,  the  Deep 
Seabed  Hard  Mineral  Resources  Bills, 
said  the  measures  could  break  up  the 
forthcoming  Law  of  the  Sea  (LOS) 
conference  because  they  would  allow 
deep  seabed  mining  before  there  is 
any  international  agreement. 

Write  to  SOS  for  these  publications:  “Whose 
Oceans?”  Levering’s  testimonies,  a  1974  update 
of  the  brochure,  “The  Manganese  Nodule,"  the 
Newsletter  “Sea  Breezes,"  and  a  new  pamphlet, 
“The  Oceans:  Time  for  Decision.” 


vesty  of  American  democracy  if  we 
could  amnesty  all  those  German  and 
Japanese  war  'criminals'  and  not  am¬ 
nesty  our  own  sons  and  daughters, 
whose  only  offense  in  most  instances 
was  to  see  the  Vietnam  war  as  con¬ 
stitutionally  illegal,  morally  wrong 
and  politically  unwise  far  in  advance 
of  the  general  opinion  of  Congress 
and  the  people?"  (Write  to  FCNL  for 
a  copy  of  Freeman's  testimony.) 

The  subcommittee  appeared  to 
favor  some  form  of  conditional  am¬ 
nesty.  Chairman  Bob  Kastenmeier, 
Wis.,  said  he  doubted  any  legislation 
would  be  enacted  this  year. 


•  The  number  of  House  members 
who  won't  be  back  next  year  has 
risen  to  42  with  the  announcements 
that  Rep.  Peter  Frelinghuysen,  N.J., 
is  retiring,  and  Rep.  William  Roy, 
Kan.,  is  running  for  the  Senate.  Six 
Senators  have  announced  their  retire¬ 
ment  this  year. 

•  Send  $1  to  FCNL  for  a  packet  on 
Integrity  in  Government.  Includes 
papers  on  "Watergate  and  the  Obli¬ 
gations  of  the  Religious  Community," 
and  "Fact  Sheet  on  Impeachment." 


(Death,  cant'd  from  page  1 ) 

some  state  laws,  before  voting  federal 
legislation. 

S.  1401,  whose  chief  defenders  are 
Sens.  John  McClellan,  Ark.,  and 
Roman  Hruska,  Neb.,  has  been 
strongly  urged  by  President  Nixon. 
FCNL  Exec.  Secy.  Edward  F.  Snyder 


said  in  a  letter  to  59  Senators  March 
12  that  "The  deterrent  effect  of  the 
death  penalty  has  not  been  estab¬ 
lished.  There  is  always  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  executing  an  innocent  per¬ 
son."  Sen.  Vance  Hartke,  Ind., 
inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record 
the  Calif.  Friends  Committee  on  Leg¬ 
islation's  pamphlet  "This  Life  We 
Take — A  Case  Against  the  Death 
Penalty."  The  pamphlet,  revised  in 
1970,  says  the  world  trend  is  toward 
abolition  of  the  death  penalty. 

Despite  Senate  passage  of  the 
death  penalty,  supposedly  as  a  deter¬ 
rent  to  crime,  the  Senate  sidestepped 
the  politically  explosive  issue  of  gun 
control,  tabling  two  amendments  by 
Sen.  Ted  Kennedy,  Mass.,  to  limit 
the  possession  of  handguns  in  the 
U.S. 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  Friends 
Yearly  Meeling^s  and  by  10  other 
Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCISL  W  ashington  Newsletter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  fur  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  ran  speak 
ollicially  for  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 
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monthly  except  August-September, 
when  it  is  combined.  Telephone: 
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for  all  who  may  be  deemed  to  have 
violated  United  States  laws  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  war  in  Indochina."  Free¬ 
man's  contention  that  "Congress  has 
the  power  of  amnesty  and  Congress 
should  exercise  it  by  enacting  legis¬ 
lation  .  .  .",  was  well  received  by  the 
subcommittee.  "Amnesty  is  as  Amer¬ 
ican  as  apple  pie,"  said  Freeman. 
"It,  or  a  'general'  executive  pardon 
w'hich  approximates  an  amnesty,  has 
been  given  over  40  times  in  the 
United  States  for  nearly  every  politi¬ 
cal  offense  in  our  history  .  .  ." 

"So  deeply  ingrained  in  our  system 
is  the  concept  of  amnesty  that  in 
1946  we  proclaimed  amnesty  for  over 
2  million  Japanese  and  German  politi¬ 
cal  offenders.  Wouldn't  it  be  a  tra¬ 
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